EMPLOYMENT RATES BY AGE GROUP

Labour markets differ in how employment opportunities
are allocated among people of different ages. Employment
rates for people of different ages are significantly affected
by government policies with regard to higher education,
pensions and retirement age.

Definition

The employment rate for a given age group is measured as
the number of employed people of a given age as a ratio of
the total number of people in that same age group.

Employment is generally measured through national
labour force surveys. In accordance with the ILO
Guidelines, employed persons are those aged 15 or over
who report that they have worked in gainful employment
for at least one hour in the previous week or who had a job
but were absent from work in the reference week. Those

Overview

Employment rates for people aged 25 to 54 are
relatively similar between OECD countries, with rates
in all countries except Turkey ranging between 68%
and 87% in 2011. Cross-country differences are larger
when looking at the youngest age group where, in
2011, employment rates ranged between less than 26%
in nine countries - Greece, Hungary, Italy, the Slovak
Republic, Luxembourg, Korea, Spain, the Czech
Republic and Poland - and over 60% in just four
countries — Australia, Switzerland, Iceland and the
Netherlands. Employment rates for the oldest age
group also vary considerably, between 70% or more in
nine countries - Australia, Israel, Korea, Japan,
Switzerland, Norway, Sweden, New Zealand and
Iceland and less than 40% in eight countries — Slovenia,
Turkey, Hungary, Poland, Italy, Belgium, Luxembourg
and Greece. Eleven countries have prime-age rates
below the OECD average — Chile, Greece, Hungary,
Ireland, Italy, Israel, Korea, Mexico, Spain, Turkey, the
United States, whereas Slovenia is 8 points above the
average. In the emerging economies, employment
rates for youth and older workers are above the OECD
average only in Brazil, while those for people of prime
working age exceed the OECD average by around 9
percentage points in the Russian Federation.

As a consequence of the ongoing jobs crisis, prime-age
employment rates have fallen quite significantly in a
few countries by 4 percentage points or more in
Greece, Iceland, Ireland, Spain and the United States.
The employment rates for older workers increased by 6
percentage points on average in the OECD area, even
during the jobs crisis, with the largest increases
recorded in New Zealand, the Netherlands, Germany,
Australia, Belgium and Finland.
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not in employment consist of persons who are classified as
either unemployed or inactive, in the sense that they are
not included in the labour force for reasons of experiencing
difficulty to find a job, study, incapacity or the need to look
after young children or elderly relatives or personal choice.
Employment rates are shown for three age groups: persons
aged 15 to 24 are those just entering the labour market
following education; persons aged 25 to 54 are those in
their prime working lives; persons aged 55 to 64 are those
who have passed the peak of their career and are
approaching retirement.

Comparability

Employment levels are likely to be affected by changes in
the survey design, the survey conduct and adjustments to
the population controls based on census results and
intercensal population estimates between censuses.
Despite these changes, the employment rates shown here
are fairly consistent over time.

Sources
¢ OECD (2012), OECD Employment Outlook, OECD Publishing.
e For non-member countries: National sources.

Further information

Analytical publications

¢ Burniaux, .M., R. Duval and F. Jaumotte (2004), “Coping
with Ageing”, OECD Economics Department Working Papers,
No. 371.

e OECD (2012), Better Skills, Better Jobs, Better Lives, A Strategic
Approach to Skills Policies, OECD Publishing.

¢ OECD (2010), Off to a Good Start? Jobs for Youth,
OECD Publishing.

e OECD (2006), Ageing and Employment Policies,
OECD Publishing.

Statistical publications

e OECD (2011), Labour Force Statistics, OECD Publishing.

Online databases
e OECD Employment and Labour Market Statistics.

Websites

¢ OECD Ageing and Employment Policies (supplementary
material), www.oecd.org/els/employment/olderworkers.

¢ OECD Employment Policies, www.oecd.org/els/employment.

¢ OECD Jobs for Youth Project (supplementary material),
www.oecd.org/employment/youth.

e OECD Labour Statistics, www.oecd.org/std/labourstatistics.
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Persons 15-24 in employment

Persons 25-54 in employment

Persons 55-64 in employment

1990 2000 2005 2011 1990 2000 2005 2011 1990 2000 2005 2011
Australia 62.7 621 633 60.7 760 763 788 798 415 %62 535 611
Austria . 528 531 549 B, 825 826 849 . 283 318 415
Belgium 304 303 275 26.0 77 779 783 793 214 25.0 318 387
Canada 61.3 56.2 57.7 55.4 781 799 813 81.0 462 481 54.7 58.7
Chile 264 254 317 65.0 67.5 742 475 51.0 50.7
Czech Republic . 383 27.3 247 . 816 82.0 828 . 363 446 476
Denmark 65.0 67.1 623 57.5 84.0 843 845 823 53.6 546 595 595
Estonia 517 329 298 323 918 75.7 793 781 60.4 44.0 55.7 571
Finland 55.2 429 4241 423 87.9 80.9 817 823 428 423 52.6 57.0
France 35.7 28.3 302 299 773 784 80.7 813 307 293 385 414
Germany 564 472 426 482 736 793 774 828 368 376 455 509
Greece 303 26.9 25.0 16.3 685 702 740 69.0 408 390 416 394
Hungary 325 218 18.3 730 737 731 219 330 358
Iceland . 68.2 76 63.3 . 906 88.2 84.0 . 84.2 84.8 795
Ireland 414 494 479 28.1 60.0 755 778 69.8 386 452 51.6 508
Israel 236 282 266 26.6 66.5 704 706 748 485 466 524 612
Italy 298 278 255 194 68.2 68.0 722 74 326 277 314 379
Japan 422 427 409 391 796 786 790 80.2 629 62.8 63.9 65.1
Korea 325 294 209 231 732 722 734 744 61.9 57.8 58.7 621
Luxembourg 433 318 249 207 718 78.2 80.7 820 28.2 27.2 317 393
Mexico . 489 437 420 . 67.4 68.8 69.5 . 517 52.6 534
Netherlands 545 665 61.7 63.6 7.2 81.0 815 84.2 29.7 376 448 56.1
New Zealand 59.1 54.2 564 499 763 783 816 804 438 56.9 695 737
Norway 534 58.1 529 514 82.2 85.3 832 84.7 61.5 67.1 67.6 69.6
Poland . 245 209 249 ; 709 695 7.2 ; 284 29.1 369
Portugal 548 418 361 27.4 784 818 808 778 470 50.7 50.5 479
Slovak Republic 29.0 256 202 747 753 765 213 304 414
Slovenia . . 344 315 . . 838 83.1 . . 307 312
Spain 383 363 419 244 614 68.4 744 68.7 369 37.0 434 45
Sweden 66.1 467 433 404 91.6 83.8 83.9 86.0 69.5 65.1 69.6 725
Switzerland ; 65.1 509 629 - 854 85.1 864 - 633 65.1 69.5
Turkey 459 37.0 302 321 616 56.7 53.0 57.5 427 364 28.0 314
United Kingdom 701 615 58.7 50.1 791 80.2 811 80.1 492 504 56.7 56.8
United States 598 50.7 539 455 797 815 793 754 54.0 57.8 60.8 60.0
EU27 . . . . ; . ; . ; . . .
0ECD 491 455 427 395 758 759 758 754 477 476 51.7 544
Braz 52.7 759 541
China
India
Indonesia . . . . . . . . .
Russian Federation 343 325 358 796 826 846 346 443 438
South Africa 15.0 12.7 59.3 56.5 42.2 38.0
StatLink szsm http://dx.doi.org/10.1787/888932708484
Employment rates for age group 15-24
Persons in employment as a percentage of population in that age group
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